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warming, and the Greening the Globe 
initiative to save tropical and other 
forests around the globe. It provides re-
sources to support farm conservation 
to upgrade water quality, the Clean 
Water Action plan to clean up polluted 
waterways, and climate change tech-
nology efforts to increase energy-effi-
cient technologies and renewable en-
ergy to strengthen our economy while 
reducing greenhouse gases. 

In the past year, America’s leader-
ship was essential to the success of the 
NATO alliance in halting the ethnic 
cleansing of Kosovo’s ethnic Albanians 
and containing the risk of wider war at 
the doorstep of our allies. The United 
States has played a critical role in the 
strides made toward lasting peace in 
Northern Ireland, the Middle East, and 
Sierra Leone. The United States has 
worked to detect and counter terrorist 
threats and continue efforts with Rus-
sia and other former Soviet nations to 
halt the spread of dangerous weapons 
materials. My budget seeks to build on 
these efforts, proposing funding to 
build a democratic society and strong-
er economy in Kosovo, initiatives to 
further protect our men and women 
overseas, and a 2000 emergency supple-
mental to provide critical assistance to 
the Government of Colombia in its 
fight against narcotics traffickers. My 
budget also proposes funding to pro-
mote international family planning, 
contain the global spread of AIDS, pro-
mote debt forgiveness to help people in 
the world’s poorest countries join the 
global economy, and promote trade by 
opening global markets. 

The Armed Forces of the United 
States serve as the backbone of our na-
tional security strategy. As it did suc-
cessfully last year in Kosovo, the mili-
tary must be in a position to protect 
our national security interests and 
guard against the major threats to U.S. 
security. These include regional dan-
gers, such as cross-border aggression; 
the proliferation of the technology of 
weapons of mass destruction; 
transnational dangers, such as the 
spread of illegal drugs and terrorism; 
and, direct attacks on the U.S. home-
land from intercontinental ballistic 
missiles or other weapons of mass de-
struction. To ensure that the military 
can fulfill this mission, I made a major 
commitment last year to maintain our 
military readiness, which this budget 
builds upon with additional resources 
to ensure that the services can meet 
required training standards, maintain 
equipment in top condition, recruit and 
retain quality personnel, and procure 
sufficient spare parts and other equip-
ment. To help improve the quality of 
life and strengthen the Department’s 
ability to attract and retain quality in-
dividuals, this budget includes a major 
initiative to reduce servicemembers’ 
out-of-pocket costs for off-base hous-
ing. In addition, this budget provides 
resources for the Department of De-

fense and other agencies to combat 
emerging threats, including terrorism 
and weapons of mass destruction, and 
to provide for critical infrastructure 
protection. It provides funds to support 
counter-narcotics efforts, including a 
2000 supplemental to increase assist-
ance to the Government of Colombia in 
their fight against narcotics traf-
fickers. It also provides additional 
funding for contingency operations in 
Southwest Asia, Bosnia, and Kosovo. 

BUILDING PROSPERITY FOR THE FUTURE 

This is a rare moment in American 
history. Never before has our Nation 
enjoyed so much prosperity, at a time 
when social progress continues to ad-
vance and our position as the global 
leader is secure. Today, we are well 
prepared to make the choices that will 
shape our Nation’s future for decades 
to come. 

By reversing the earlier trend of fis-
cal irresponsibility, balancing the 
budget, and producing a historic sur-
plus, we have restored our national 
spirit and produced the resources to 
help opportunity and prosperity reach 
all corners of this Nation. We have it 
within our reach today, by making the 
right choices, to offer the promise of 
prosperity to generations of Americans 
to come. If we keep to the path of fiscal 
discipline, we can build a foundation of 
prosperity for the Nation’s future. 

My plan to extend the solvency of So-
cial Security and Medicare allows the 
United States to become debt-free in 
the next 13 years, for the first time 
since 1835. Eliminating the debt will 
strengthen our economy, devote re-
sources to Social Security, and prepare 
us to meet the challenges of the aging 
of America. Through fiscal discipline 
and wise choices we can extend the life 
of Social Security to the middle of the 
century, extend the solvency of Medi-
care until 2025, and modernize Medicare 
with a needed prescription drug ben-
efit. 

By continuing to maintain discipline, 
we can provide for the aging of Amer-
ica and for the investments of the fu-
ture—including education, the environ-
ment, research and development, and 
defense—which are central to our eco-
nomic growth, health, and national se-
curity. By making choices that respect 
fiscal discipline, we can make room to 
provide both for a balanced tax cut and 
for investments that will help this Na-
tion stay strong in the future. 

This new century is filled with prom-
ise, for we live at a remarkable time. 
By making wise choices, we have it 
within our power to extend the same 
promise and prosperity to generations 
to come. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
February 7, 2000. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEASE) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, February 7, 2000. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
February 7, 2000 at 12:08 p.m. and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby 
he transmits a 6-month periodic report with 
regard to terrorists who threaten the Middle 
East peace process. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

JEFF TRANDAHL, 
Clerk. 

f 

PERIODIC REPORT ON NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
TERRORISTS THREATENING TO 
DISRUPT MIDDLE EAST PEACE 
PROCESS—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 106-190) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on International Relations and ordered 
to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the 

National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1641(c), of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 
U.S.C. 1703, I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national 
emergency with respect to terrorists 
who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process that was declared in 
Executive Order 12947 of January 23, 
1995. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 7, 2000.

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE RICHARD A. GEPHARDT, 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable RICHARD 
A. GEPHARDT, Democratic Leader:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER, 

Washington, DC, February 4, 2000. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Section 

702(b) of the Intelligence Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2000 (Public Law 106–120), I 
hereby appoint the following member to the 
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